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Numbers : the 40 -year journey to the 
promised land

Numbers follows Moses and Israelùs journey 
from the foot of Mount Sinai (which is where 
Leviticus ends) to the edge of the promised 
land of Canaan. 

https://youtu.be/tp5MIrMZFqo




NUMBERS
ÅNUMBERS - So why does it take 40 

years? When the people get about 
halfway there, Moses sends a few spies 
into the land to scout it out for the 
upcoming invasion. Most of the spies 
come back in a panic, claiming that the 
Canaanites are far too powerful for Israel 
to overcome. This leads to a revolt, with 
the people refusing to take the land. God 
gives them their wish, decreeing that the 
whole generation will die in the 
wilderness, and the land will be taken by 
their children.



NUMBERS -Important characters
ÅGod (Yahweh)÷the creator of heaven and 

earth, who chose Israel as his special nation 
and dwells in their midst . 

ÅMoses÷the prophet and human leader of the 
nation of Israel. Heùs the chief spokesperson 
for God to his people, and vice versa . 

ÅAaron÷Mosesù brother, and the high priest of 
Israel.  

ÅEleazar÷Aaronùs son, who takes his place 
when Aaron dies.



NUMBERS -Important characters
ÅBalaam÷A diviner for hire from far 
away. He is hired by Israelùs enemies 
to curse Godùs people.

ÅJoshua÷Mosesù aide who spies on the 
people of Canaan. God selects him to 
be Mosesù successor.



NUMBERS - Key Themes
ÅThe main focus of the book is Israelùs 
repeated rebellion and Godùs repeated 
mercy and discipline on his people. If 
we had to choose just one verse to 
sum up the key themes in this book, it 
would be Numbers 14:11:

ÅûThe LORD said to Moses, ûHow long 
will this people spurn Me? And how 
long will they not believe in Me, 
despite all the signs which I have 
performed in their midst?ü



NUMBERS - Key Themes

ÅHuman Rebellion

ÅThe Israelites rebel against God 
and Moses several times in the 
book of Numbers. They complain 
about food. They complain about 
water. They complain that theyùll 
be crushed by their enemies. 
They complain about Moses (and 
even make a few death threats).



NUMBERS -Key Themes
ÅDivine punishment

ÅWhen the people complain, God hears 
them÷and it doesnùt go well. The book 
of Numbers has stories of God killing 
rebellious Israelites with fire, plague, 
and snakes. Sometimes Moses calls to 
God for help when the people turn on 
him÷sometimes God punishes them 
directly.



NUMBERS-Key Themes
ÅMosesù leadership

ÅMoses deals with the pressures of leading a new 
nation, at one point asking God why he has to bear 
the burden of leading them to Canaan. Moses tells 
God early in the book, ûI cannot carry all these 
people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. If 
this is how you are going to treat me, please go 
ahead and kill meü (Nu 11:14ö15).

ÅTime and time again, God makes it clear to the 
people that Moses is his chosen prophet, and 
Aaron is his chosen priest. However, due to an 
episode of Mosesù disobedience, he is not 
permitted to enter Canaan, either.




