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- Numbers: the 40 -year journey to the

- promised land

Numbers f ol | ows Moses and

. from the foot of Mount Sinai (which is where

Levmcu nds) to the edge of the Kyr lised
gtef naan. | 0
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' ANUMBERS - So why does it take 40
years? When the people get about
halfway there, Moses sends a few spies
into the land to scout it out for the
upcorrfﬁwg Invasion. Most of the spies
come back in a panic, claiming that the
Canaanites are far too powerful for Israel
to overcome. This leads to a revolt, with
the people refusing to take the land. God
glves tgem their wish, decreeing that the

vhole generation will die in the
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AGOd (Yahweh) <the creator of heaven and
earth, who chose Israel as his special nation
and dwells in their midst

9,

AMoses=the prophet and human leader of the
nation of |Israel. He us
for God to his people, and vice versa

AAaron =Mosesll br ot her , and
Israel.

AEIeaz =A a r o soq, svho take,s h’i place
"hen Aaron dles
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ABaIaam =A diviner for hlre fromfar =~
He is hired by

"curse Godus peopl

" A.Joshua+Mosesu ai de who sp
people of Canaan. God seleets him to
be Mosesu successor
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AThe mal n
repeat ed rebel |
mercy and discipline on his people. If
we hae to choose just one verse to
sum up the key themes in this book, it

would be Numbers 4:11: °

BAIThe LORD said to Mod
1 will this people spurn Me? And how m
'., Iong il they not believein M
T T esp all the S|gns WhICh | hay e
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N—Iuman Rebellion

i

AThe Israelites rebel against God
and Moses several times in the
. book of Numbers. They complain

about food. They complain about
- water. They compl
,, be crushed by their enemies. 2}
They*bomplam about Moses (and L)’
| ven akeafew death thr s il .':f:
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AD|V|ne punishment

AWben the people complain, God hears
themszand 1t doesnut
of Numbers has stories of God killing

rebellious Israelites with fire;plague,

and snakes. Sometimes Moses calls to

God for help when the people turn on
f him +sometimes God punlshes them
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. AMoses deals with the pressures of leading a new

| nation, at one point asking God why he has to bear
the’burden of leading them to Canaan. @ Moses tells
God ®Mearly in the book, Ol
people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. If
this is how you are going to treat me, please go
ahead and kil lo®metd (Nu 11:"

 ATime and time again, God makes It clear to the
- people that Moses is his chosen prophet, and o
I Aaronis hls chosen priest. However, due to an & I
.q,p de of Mosesu ?”lsobed I

it
b ermltt | to enter Canaan, either. |
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