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After the Resurrection

• Women Discover the Empty Tomb

• The Women Tell the Disciples

• Peter and John Rush to the Tomb

• Mary Returns to the Tomb and Encounters Jesus

• Encounter on Emmaus Road

• Jesus Appears to the Ten without Thomas



After the Resurrection

• Jesus Appears to the Eleven, Including Thomas

• Jesus Appears to Some at the Sea of  Galilee

• The Great Commission

• The Ascension



After the Resurrection

• Women Discover the Empty Tomb
• Some women discover the empty tomb and are instructed 

by angels

• MATTHEW 28:1–7

• MARK 16:1–7

• LUKE 24:1–7

• JOHN 20:1



After the Resurrection

• The resurrection accounts have often been excoriated 
(criticized, denounced) as being contradictory. 

• How many women went to the tomb? 

• How many angels were there? 

• To whom did Jesus appear, and when? 

• However, while the Gospel narratives are different, they 
are not contradictory. 

• Their very differences confirm the truthfulness of  the 
resurrection.



After the Resurrection

• If  the disciples had stolen the body and created a 
conspiracy, 

• They would have created more uniform accounts, 
• They most certainly would not have posited women as the first 

eyewitnesses. 
• In first-century Palestine, the testimony of  women was easily 

dismissed and carried little weight

• The differences between the Gospel accounts attest to 
multiple independent eyewitnesses, each of  whom 
communicated particular details from their individual 
perspectives



After the Resurrection

• Matthew records the events associated with the 
actual resurrection.

• An angel of  the Lord, 

• accompanied by a great earthquake, 

• descends like lightning, 

• rolls the stone back, and sits on it. 

• The soldiers who have been guarding the tomb are terrified 
and become “like dead men.”



After the Resurrection

• These guards after they fled the tombgo first to the chief  
priests who proceed to bribe the soldiers with money and 
promise to shield them from Pilate’s wrath

• A persuasive promise to the guards since dereliction of  duty could 
have been punished by execution

• Matthew records that Mary Magdalene and the other Mary go 
to the tomb near dawn on Sunday

• They encounter an angel who commands them not to fear, 
informs them Jesus is not in the tomb, invites them to look 
around the tomb for his body, and commands them to go tell 
his disciples that Jesus has risen from the dead and will meet 
them in Galilee



After the Resurrection

• John records that Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb 
while it is still dark Sunday morning

• sees the stone rolled away, and flees the scene to report 
what she has seen to the disciples.

• She later returns to the tomb following Peter and John and 
encounters Jesus 

• In her report to the disciples in John 20:2, she says, “We 
[plural] do not know where they have laid him,” implying 
the presence of  other women



After the Resurrection

• THE WOMEN TELL THE DISCIPLES

• The women, fearful and joyful, leave the garden and 
tell the disciples

• MATTHEW 28:8–10

• MARK 16:8

• LUKE 24:8–11

• JOHN 20:2



After the Resurrection

• PETER AND JOHN RUSH TO THE TOMB
• Peter and John rush to the tomb based upon Mary 

Magdalene’s report and discover it empty
• LUKE 24:12

• JOHN 20:3–10

• Luke mentions only Peter’s visit to the tomb, but 
John includes his own eyewitness information (he 
accompanied Peter)



After the Resurrection

• The presence of  two male witnesses to the empty tomb 
would have carried a great deal more weight in the first 
century

• Yet the Gospel authors strikingly do not alter the accounts to 
have the men discover the tomb first, encounter the angels, or 
see Jesus

• Women were the first eyewitnesses of  all these things—no 
one in the ancient world would have posited such eyewitnesses 
if  they had wanted their account to be believed 

• This fact strongly reinforces the historicity of  the events 
recorded in the Gospels



After the Resurrection

• More on John’s Account
• Many of  the details recorded by John carry little theological weight 

but rather reflect John’s eyewitness recollections: 
• he outruns Peter; pauses at the opening; stoops to peer in; and enters only 

after Peter has gone into the tomb first 
• Other details are much more significant. The presence of  the linen cloths 

and the face cloth folded up strongly point toward the reality of  a 
supernatural resurrection

• If  grave robbers, the disciples, or Jesus’s enemies had stolen the body, they 
would not have gone through the time-consuming effort of  carefully 
removing and folding the linen cloths and face cloth only to carry away a 
naked corpse

• John recounts how the sight of  the linen cloths and face cloth caused him 
to believe even though none of  the disciples yet understood how the Old 
Testament Scriptures pointed forward to Jesus’s resurrection



After the Resurrection

• MARY RETURNS TO THE TOMB AND 
ENCOUNTERS JESUS

• JOHN 20:11–18
• John alone records Mary’s return to the tomb in the wake of  

Peter and John’s visit in order to weep and mourn for Jesus
• In the course of  her weeping, she peers into the tomb and is 

startled to see two angels sitting where Jesus’s body had been
• The angels ask her why she is weeping, and her reply indicates 

that she has not yet heard the report from the other women
• She sees but does not recognize Jesus



After the Resurrection

• ENCOUNTER ON EMMAUS ROAD
• Jesus appears to Cleopas and a friend on the road to Emmaus

• LUKE 24:13–35
• Luke’s account of  Jesus’s appearance to disciples on the road to 

Emmaus
• Jesus inquiries concerning their conversation
• They answer Jesus in two parts. First, they give a brief  history of  the 

whole situation (let’s read it)
• Second, Cleopas and the other disciple recount the unusual events 

that had transpired that morning: 
• some women had found the tomb empty and had reported an amazing 

story of  angels proclaiming Jesus’s resurrection, 
• some men had investigated and found the tomb empty but did not see 

Jesus



After the Resurrection

• Jesus rebukes the two disciples for their slowness to believe
• In light of  the prophecies concerning the Messiah’s suffering and 

glorification

• “Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them 
in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself ”

• Jesus is here remedying the problem identified by John when he 
notes, “For as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must 
rise from the dead” (John 20:9)

• MOST IMPORTANTLY DISPELLING THE NOTION OF HIM 
BEING JUST A PROPHET!

• The two disciples urge him to stay with them for the evening

• They recognize Jesus, and he vanishes from their sight



After the Resurrection

• JESUS APPEARS TO THE TEN WITHOUT THOMAS

• That evening Jesus appears to the ten (minus Thomas) in a 
house in Jerusalem

• LUKE 24:36–43

• JOHN 20:19–23

• Sunday (Monday) evening, the disciples, behind locked doors, hiding 

• The two disciples who had encountered Jesus on the road to Emmaus 
discussed the amazing occurrences of  the day

• Jesus suddenly appears in their midst and seeks to allay their fears by 
saying, “Peace to you!”

• Despite Jesus’s words, the disciples are naturally frightened and 
believe Jesus to be a spirit



After the Resurrection

• Jesus further assuages their fears by inviting them to 
examine and touch his hands and feet, demonstrating 
that he is flesh and blood and not a spirit.

• He decisively demonstrates the solid reality of  his 
resurrection body by asking for something to eat and 
consuming a piece of  broiled fish

• While staying with them he ordered them not to 
depart from Jerusalem but to wait for the promise of  
the Father



LATER APPEARANCES OF 
JESUS

• Jesus Appears to the Eleven, Including Thomas
• John 20:24–31

• John notes that Thomas, one of  the Twelve, was not there 
that first Sunday evening

• When the disciples recount the events of  the evening to 
Thomas, he refuses to believe and famously responds, 
“Unless I see in his hands the mark of  the nails, and place 
my finger into the mark of  the nails, and place my hand 
into his side, I will never believe.”



LATER APPEARANCES OF 
JESUS

• Thomas will settle for nothing less than absolute empirical 
proof

• He had staked his life on the fact that Jesus was the and 
was not now going to be taken in by a hoax. 

• Jesus had failed; he had died. They had been wrong about 
him—that ship had sailed. 

• Thomas’s test was based upon the fact that Roman 
crucifixion was thorough and lethal, so a living man with 
the marks of  crucifixion would have been unheard of  and 
would point to the strong probability of  supernatural 
resurrection



LATER APPEARANCES OF 
JESUS

• Thomas does not have long to wait. The next Sunday (eight days 
later, counting the first Sunday), the disciples are again hiding 
behind locked doors—this time with Thomas in their midst

• As before, Jesus appears in the room and allays their fears by 
stating, “Peace be with you.”

• He immediately turns to Thomas—indicating supernatural insight, 
since Jesus had not been physically present with the disciples when 
Thomas had expressed his doubts—and takes him up on his test: 
“Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, 
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”

• John does not explicitly state whether Thomas takes Jesus up on his 
offer, but the outcome is complete and utter belief. 

• Thomas confesses Jesus as his Lord and his God, acknowledging 
his authority and divinity



LATER APPEARANCES OF 
JESUS

• Jesus concludes this brief  appearance by pronouncing a blessing upon all 
who believe in him without physically seeing him in his resurrected body.

• This blessing includes all believers throughout history beyond the initial 
generation of  eyewitnesses. 

• John follows up this pronouncement with two interesting statements. 

• First, Jesus did many other things in the presence of  his disciples that were not 
written in the Gospel—space constraints forced John and the other Gospel authors 
to be selective.8

• Second, John provides a clear purpose statement for his Gospel: “But these [signs] 
are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of  God, and that 
by believing you may have life in his name.”

• John did not write as a neutral, unbiased observer but as someone who had 
been an eyewitness of  the events described

• He writes both to communicate information and to persuade readers and 
hearers to believe



POST-RESURRECTION 
(over 40 days

• 1. Fish-fry For 7 by the Sea ---- Jn.21:1-14

• 2. Jesus Reinstates Peter ---- Jn.21:15-23

• 3. J. Appears to 500 Brethren ---- [1 Cor. 15:6]
• 6 After that, he was seen of  above five hundred brethren at 

once; of  whom the greater part remain unto this present, 

• 4. J. Appears to James ---- [2 Cor. 15:7]
• 7 After that, he was seen of  James; then of  all the apostles

• 5. The Great Commission ---- Mt.28:16-20



THE ASCENSION (after 40 days)

• 1. Jesus Empowers the Disciples Mk.16:14-18

• 2. J's Final Teaching; Opening Their Minds Lk.24:44-49

• 3. The Ascension Into Heaven (Thursday) [Acts 1:4-11] 
Mk.16:19-20, Lk.24:50-53

• 4. John's Final Words: His Witness of  Truth Jn.21:24-25 



Ascension



Why Did Jesus Ascend?

• Acts 1:9  “Now when He 
(Jesus) had spoken these 
things, while they watched, 
He was taken up, and a cloud 
received Him out of  their 
sight.”

• Jesus entered this earth in a 
miraculous way!



Why Did Jesus Ascend?

• Jesus also left this earth in a 
miraculous way, He was taken up and 
a cloud received Him in the sky as 
His apostles stood by in amazement

• Christ frequently told His disciples 
that He did not really belong here on 
earth

• He intended to return to His real 
home, His heavenly home



Why Did Jesus Ascend?

• And he said unto them, You are from beneath; I am 
from above: you are of  this world; I am not of  
this world.”  Jn. 8:23

Ascension

Death Burial Resurrection



Why Did Jesus Ascend?

• Only two others have been taken bodily from the 
earth:

• Enoch was translated - Gen. 5:24

• Elijah - a chariot of  fire appeared with horses of  fire, and 
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven- II Kings 2:11

• Several were raised from the dead - Lazarus and 
Tabitha are examples



Why Did Jesus Ascend?

• The ascension of  Jesus marked the end of  his personal ministry 
and the beginning of  His Heavenly ministry.

• He had entered this world as a helpless infant.

• His stay here was brief  - only 33 years.

• The last 3 years of  his personal ministry were so outstanding, that 
they forever changed the course of  the human race.

• He did so many things that John wrote - Jn. 21:25 “And there are also 
many other things that Jesus did, which if  they were written one by 
one, I suppose that even the world itself  could not contain the books 
that would be written.”

• The unique thing about Christ is that He died, was resurrected, 
and then ascended into Heaven to continue His work for Man.



Death
 Resurrection
 40 Days
10 Appearances recorded
Witnesses were watching – Acts 1:9
 Open daylight



Acts 1:12

• “Then returned 
they unto Jerusalem 
from the mount 
called Olivet, which 
is from Jerusalem a 
sabbath day's 
journey.”

Bethlehem



• Acts 1:9 - “A cloud 
received him out of  
their sight”

• Lk. 24:51 - “While He 
blessed them, He was 
parted from them, and 
carried up into heaven.”

• 1 Pet. 3:22 - “Who is 
gone into heaven, and is 
on the right hand of  
God; angels and 
authorities and powers 
being made subject 
unto Him.”



Why Did Jesus Ascend?

• If  Jesus accomplished so much while on this earth, then 
why didn't he remain on the earth? Think of  all the good 
He could do

• If  He were here today would not all men believe in Him, obey 
Him, and faithfully serve Him?

• Did all men believe on Him while he was on the Earth? “He 
came unto his own, and his own received him not.” Jn.1:11

• Isaiah had predicted that when Christ came into the world He 
would be “Despised and rejected of  men.” Isa. 53:3

• If  Jesus had remained what would be some of  the problems?



Why Did Jesus Ascend?

• For Man's Redemption # 1
• Christ died on the Cross on Golgotha. But he had to ascend 

to heaven before that death would be accepted as final 
payment for sin.

• God required that there be a sacrifice made for our sin.
• Under the Law of  Moses the high priest went into the Most 

Holy Place of  the tabernacle or temple, with the blood of  
animals for the sins of  the people.

• But under the priesthood of  Christ, we have a superior system
• The blood of  Christ is better, it has the power to completely 

remit sin
• That blood was taken into the holy place called heaven



Why Did Jesus Ascend?

• For Man's Redemption # 1
• Heb 9:11-12 “But Christ came as High Priest of  the good 

things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle 
not made with hands, that is, not of  this creation. Not with 
the blood of  goats and calves, but with His own blood He 
entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained 
eternal redemption.”

• Christ ascended to heaven as the one who had paid the price 
for sin. When this atonement was complete, God could 
forgive men of  their sins and still be just.

• Why didn't Christ stay on the earth?

• Because he had to go to heaven for us.



Why Did Jesus Ascend?

• For Man's Redemption # 1

• Why didn't Christ stay on the earth?

• Because he had to go to heaven for us.

• “For Christ has not entered the holy places made 
with hands, which are copies of  the true, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of  
God for us.”  Heb. 9:24



Why Did Jesus Ascend?

• To be our Advocate # 2

• To assist in keeping Christians Saved

• “My little children, these things write I unto you, that 
you not sin.” 1 Jn. 2:1  

• “if  any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous; And he is the propitiation 
for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the 
sins of  the whole world.”    1 Jn. 2:1-2

• Advocate = intercessor, comforter



Why Did Jesus Ascend?

• So the Spirit could come # 3

John 16:7  “Nevertheless I tell you the 
truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: 
for if I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come unto you; but if I depart, I will send 
Him unto you.” Holy Spirit

Better, Profitable - “to your advantage”



LATER APPEARANCES OF 
JESUS

• Jesus concludes this brief  appearance by 
pronouncing a blessing upon all who believe in him 
without physically seeing him in his resurrected body.
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LATER APPEARANCES OF 
JESUS

• Jesus concludes this brief  appearance by 
pronouncing a blessing upon all who believe in him 
without physically seeing him in his resurrected body.


